
MYTH:  The busier the library gets, the more funding it receives.  
Unfortunately, our funding is not based on use or demand.  The library 
operates on an annual budget based primarily on property tax alloca-
tions as set by voter approved millage. 
 

MYTH:  Doesn’t the federal government or state government fund 
local libraries?  The state funding is shrinking and no federal monies 
come directly to local libraries.  Approximately 30% of the operating 
fund for the Flat River Community Library comes from the county mil-
lage.  These funds are necessary because of continuously increasing 
costs.   

Without this millage,  

we may not be able to update or replace our technology 

the library hours may be cut significantly 

staff hours and personnel may be cut 

the new materials budget may be cut 

repairs & replacement of damaged materials may be elimi-
nated 

 

MYTH:  Am I not already funding the library with paying my late 
fees and purchasing items at the book sale?  Late fees and book 
sale dollars provide a very modest contribution to the library and primar-
ily support replacement of materials lost or items not returned.  Fees 
and fines are not sufficient to support operating or program activities. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER: 
Libraries are part of the solution when a community is struggling 

economically.  From free access to books and online resources 
for families to library business centers which help support entre-
preneurship and retraining, libraries support lifelong learning. 

Libraries are America’s great information equalizers – the only 
place people of all ages and backgrounds can find and freely 
use such a diversity of resources, along with the expert guid-
ance of librarians. 

As more and more Americans look for employment, libraries are 
helping level the playing field for job seekers.  Only 44% of the 
top 100 U. S. retailers accept in-store paper applications, today. 

During times of economic downturn, more patrons turn to the library 
for entertainment.  They are able to borrow movies, CDs and 
download audio books for free. 

When the economy is down, library use is up.  Unfortunately, at the 
same time, tight city and state budgets are reducing funding 
when it is most needed. 

What’s Happening at  
My Library  

&  
How Can I Help? 

The Two Sides 

Of Library Funding 



How it is funded: 
Each library in Montcalm County receives a large portion of its operat-
ing funds from the county-wide millage.  The millage being requested on 

August 3 is a replacement of the 20-year .5 mill approved by the citizens of 

Montcalm County in 1990.  There is no increase in the rate being levied.  

Thatôs 30 years at the same modest millage rate!  What a deal! 
 

What it pays for:  
Hours of operation: currently open 6 days a week, (total 60 hours) 

Books:  purchase of new, replacement & repair of books 

Magazines:  variety for all interests and ages  

DVDs: free family-friendly entertainmentðboth movies & TV series 

Children’s programs: Summer Reading & activities throughout year 

Adult programs: including reading programs, guest speakers, work-
shops, computer classes 

Public computers: word processing programs for resumes, home-
work, reports, letters, etc. 

Internet access:  job searches, banking, contact with family & 
friends, information gathering, entertainment 

~  Items loaned to patrons:  179,843 
~  Reference questions answered:   6,716 
~  Active registered borrowers:   10,916  

 

How you can make a difference: 
 

Register to vote by:  July 1, 2010 

VOTE:   August 3, 2010 
 

Absentee ballots may be requested by contacting the clerk  
of your city or township in writing. 

Flat River Community LibraryFlat River Community LibraryFlat River Community Library   

 

 
 

133  Magazine Subscriptions     
598  Electronic 

(downloadable) books  
(Checkouts: 5,074; 
Holds: 1,808) 

73,000  Books on our 
shelves  

  

 
 

 2,400  Books on tape & CD  
 3,300  DVDs & VHS tapes  
 167  Programs offered   

(Attendance:   5,341) 
 11  Public access com-

puters:  (used 24,263 
times by patrons) 

 3  Automated card catalogs  

In 2009 the library had:    

How it is funded: 
The Lakeland Library Cooperative (LLC) receives funding from the state 
budget (your tax dollars).   The amount depends on the state budget for  
the year, based on the population served. 
 

What it pays for: 
Shared catalog with other libraries for inter-loans 

Cataloging of new items 

Ability to place holds on other libraries’ materials 

Inter-library loan delivery 

Internet access 
 

Effective July 1, 2010  
Because statewide budget cuts continue to affect libraries: 

Non-print materials will not be delivered from other Lakeland-
member libraries 

New books (six-months or less) will not be delivered from other 
Lakeland member libraries. 

Holds placed after July 1, 2010 will be available for pickup only at 
your home library 

 

Note:  Existing holds for non-print materials and new books not owned 
by your home library will not be filled unless your home library receives 
a copy. 
 

How you can make a difference: 
Contact your legislators.  Let them know how important Cooperative 
libraries are to you and your family and how much this funding helps 
your local library! 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm 

State Capitol 

PO Box 30010 

Lansing, MI  48909 

(517) 373-3400 

Lt. Gov. John D. Cherry, Jr. 

State Capitol 

PO Box 30010 

Lansing, MI  48909 

(517) 373-6800 

State SenatorðDistrict 33 

Alan Cropsey 

PO Box  30036 

Lansing, MI  48909-7536 

(517) 373-3760 

acropsey@senate.michigan.gov 

State Representativeð70th District 

Mike Huckleberry 

S1089 House Office Building 

PO Box 30014 

Lansing, MI  48909-7514 

(517) 373-0834 

MikeHuckleberry@house.mi.gov 


